A HISTORY OF POLAND
succeeded in annihilating the Russians at Rackwiec.
At this General Ingelstrom entered Warsaw, and at-
tempted to disarm the populace, but after two days'
fierce fighting he was driven out. A provisional govern-
ment was thereupon formed at Warsaw with Kos-
ciuszko as Dictator. Wilna, the capital of Lithuania,
followed Warsaw's example and drove out its Russian
garrison. In Prussian Poland, too, the fire of revolt was
lighted.
To free her hands, Catherine at once set about con-
cluding the war with Turkey. In the meantime the
Prussians made a determined attempt to end the rising
on their own account. Frederick William deserted the
cause of monarchical institutions in Western Europe
to secure the final spoliation of a kingdom in the East.
He had already 50,000 men in Poland, whereas the total
forces of Russia and Austria combined were not more
than 3 0,000. It seemed to offer an excellent opportunity,
and he determined to conduct the military operations in
person. On June 3,1794, therefore, he joined his army
near Cracow, and united with a force of 12,000 Russians
under the command of General Fersen. The joint armies
at Frederick William's disposal were thus 37,000 strong.
Kosciuszko sallied out from Cracow with 17,000 men,
more than half of them peasants with primitive weapons,
and offered battle at Rawka. The result was hardly for
a moment in doubt; the Poles, though they fought with
desperate courage, were signally defeated. Cracow fell,
and had Frederick William but moved swiftly on War-
saw, that city too had been at his mercy. The battle of
Rawka was fought on 6th June; yet it was 2nd July
before the invaders appeared before Warsaw. The
interval gave Kosciuszko time to rally his forces, and to
prepare a last despairing defence of the capital.
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